INTRODUCTION
the tumult of the moment. It is a curious fact that, born
in 1779 and dying in 1865, she had in her nothing of the
eighteenth century, with its theory worship and its senti-
mentality, nor of the nineteenth, so material and rationalis-
tic. She transcends both the one and the other. Hers was
a mind deeply rooted in the life of the past, and seeking to
transmit to future generations the imperishable principles
enshrined by tradition, a mind more in sympathy with the
life of generations yet unborn than with that of her own
contemporaries."l
Jacques Barat possessed and cultivated vines upon the
slopes of the peaceful Yonne. His wife, a gentle and highly
strung woman, appears to have had deep piety and some
culture. Indeed, we probably find it difficult to realise
how large a place was held by things of the mind in those
simple French families of which the Barat household may
be considered typical. In 1779, when Madeleine Sophie
was born, there were already two children, a boy of eleven
and a girl slightly younger.
Louis, the boy, had distinguished himself in the
College of Joigny, where he was to win honours both as
pupil and as master. A brilliant classical and mathematical
scholar with a wide knowledge of history and modern
languages, he was to show, during the troubled years of
the Revolution, both maturity of judgment and force of
character, and, after the storm had passed away, was to find
his level in the newly re-established Society of Jesus.
Such a son would have brought culture into any home
had he not, as is probably the case with Louis Barat, found
it there to foster his own development. It was natural
enough to make him godfather to his little sister, and cer-
tainly this event presaged a careful education for the child.
1 Madams Barat, by Comtesse cTAdh&nair, p. 151,